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Gimnaziul “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” Tg.Mures                                      
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH REALITY

Concurs de limba engleza

17 ianuarie 2009

CLASA a VIII-a                                                                                

2 ore /săptămână

Teenagers’ problems

Andrew: ‘I’m having problems choosing my school subjects because I’m not sure what I want to do in the future. I don’t know if I should pick the subjects that I enjoy or the ones that are the most useful in getting a job. I don’t want to make the wrong choice now – it might affect my career.’

Sue: ‘The only problem with school is that we have to take exams all the time. In my opinion, exams don’t really show what you know, but we spend most of our time preparing for them and worrying about them. My parents think that exam results are the most important thing in the world and the teachers are always pushing us. We never get a break!’

Greg: ‘I don’t like studying and I’m not good at it, so school feels like a prison to me – I’d really like to leave. But these days there’s a lot of pressure on everyone to stay at school and then to study at a college or university. It used to be easier when my parents were growing up. I think there were more choices open to them.’

Diana: ‘For me, the main issue is money, because that means freedom. My parents aren’t rich and I hate having to depend on them. I’ve got a Saturday job, but it doesn’t pay very well. I want to go to university, but that’s also going to be expensive. When will I be able to earn my own money and live my own life?’

1. Read the text and decide whether the sentences are true (T) or false (F).

	No
	Statement
	T / F

	1
	Sue believes that exams are the most important things in our lives.
	

	2
	Diana isn’t paid well because she works only on Saturdays.
	

	3
	Greg thinks his parents were luckier because they could choose where to study.
	

	4
	Diana cares only about money.
	

	5
	Andrew finds it difficult to choose the most useful subjects in school.
	


(5 x 4p)

2. Put the verb in brackets in the correct form. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

A pair of thieves (0) broke (break) into a house yesterday but (1)_____________________ ( not find) jewellery worth ₤5,000 hidden in a biscuit tin!

Two robbers (2)_____________________ (break) into the home of Mrs Eileen Tabone, a 39-year-old mother of two, yesterday afternoon and (3)______________________ (ransack) the house. They (4)______________________ (take) a CD player and a television set.

“Fortunately they (5)_____________________ (not look) in the biscuit tin. That’s where I (6)______________________ (put) all my jewellery!” said Mrs Tabone.

The police (7)____________________ now ____________________ (appeal) for witnesses. If you happen  (8)_________________ (see) two men wearing jeans and denim jackets and (9)____________________  (carry) a CD player and a television set, please (10)___________________ (contact) your nearest police station.

(10 x 1p)

3. Rewrite the sentences. Use the past perfect.

a. Jane went home. Then I arrived at the party.


When I __________________________________________

b. Tom saw Gladiator at the cinema. He didn’t want to watch it on video.

Tom didn’t _______________________________________

c. The play started. Then we finally got to the theatre.


When we _________________________________________

d. I didn’t hear the news. Then you phoned and told me.


Before you ________________________________________

e. Paul argued with his girlfriend. He was upset.


Paul was upset _____________________________________

(5 x 2p)

4. Complete the sentences. Use will, going to or the present continuous.

a. Is it true that Janet (be) ________________ a vet when she grows up?

b. Don’t worry. I (do) ________________ the shopping if you’re really tired.

c. (you / eat) ________________ that biscuit or can I have it?

d. Sue (play) ________________ tennis with Phil tonight.

e. Be careful! That bag is full of books. It looks like it (break) ______________________ !

(5 x 2p)

5. Complete the sentences. Use the passive form of the verbs.
a. Those shoes (design) ______________ by Manolo Blahnik and they cost £1,500.

            b. A lot of computer games (make) ______________ in Taiwan these days. Most of the games                 (export) ______________ to America and Europe.

c. Every week millions of CDs (sell) ______________ around the world.

d. Romeo and Juliet (perform) ______________ at the Globe Theatre last month.

             e. The painting (not sell) ______________ at the auction, so the owners reduced the price.

(5 x 2p)

6. Rewrite the sentences. Use unless.

a. We won’t be able to get into the flat if we don’t find our keys.

______________________________________________________________

b. If the train isn’t late, I’ll see you at eight o’clock.


______________________________________________________________

c. Tim will fail his driving test. He must practise more.


______________________________________________________________

d. If you don’t wear a fancy dress, you can’t go to the party.


______________________________________________________________

e. My parents won’t let me go out if I don’t do my homework.


______________________________________________________________

(5 x 2p)

7. Rewrite the sentences to make defining relative clauses. Use who, which, that, when, where or whose.


1
That’s the park. I play football there.


_____________________________________________________

2
Andy’s got a sister. She’s very attractive.


_____________________________________________________

3
He’s the boy. His mum works in the restaurant.


_____________________________________________________

4
There’s the house. I lived there when I was younger.


_____________________________________________________

5
Thousands of people went to the concert. It was in Berlin.


_____________________________________________________

6
Have you seen the new teacher? He took our class today.


_____________________________________________________

7
That’s the hotel. There’s a swimming pool there.


_____________________________________________________

8
She’s the girl. Her parents bought her a computer for her birthday.


_____________________________________________________

9
This is the hospital. I was born there.


_____________________________________________________

10
Hallowe’en is the time. Children dress up as ghosts then.

(10 x 1p)

8. Complete the sentences. Use the correct form of the words in the box. 

	        conserve            protect             destroy             recycle              support


         1           Unless we ____________ endangered species, they will disappear.

 2 

____________ bottles and newspapers is a good way of helping the environment.

 3 

Mike decided  ____________ Friends of the Earth after he had read their leaflet.

 4 

If we ____________ energy like gas and electricity, we will create less pollution.

      5 

You shouldn’t use aerosols. They  ____________ the ozone layer. 

(5 x 2p)

Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.

Se acordă 10 puncte din oficiu.

Keep  in  touch


with reality
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